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Allied and Associated Powers, or the British Empire. Chapter
v" r \7
Fortunately, after a rather meaningless exchange of    ___"
comments, the issue was simplified by the action of the
Union in modifying in 1930 by Act No. 9 the terms of
the Act of 1922 affecting the railways, without in the
least altering its effect. What is clear to all but theorists
is that the Union is determined to retain the territory
and that the mandate in no wise restricts its action,
though it has been rather severely criticised indirectly
in regard to the faulty administration which brought
about, and the unsatisfactory measures by which the
administration repressed, the Bondebwart rebellion.
The natural claim of Germany to the territory re-
asserted by the Chancellor on August 17,1932, cannot,
of course, be denied, but the Union stresses the fact
that in 1923 the German Government was induced to
recognise that the future of South-West Africa was now
bound up with the Union of South Africa, and con-
sented that all German subjects in the territory, unless
they expressly refused to do so, might be transformed
by the Union into British subjects, as was duly done in
1924 for the Union, though British legislation has not
yet accorded this status in the United Kingdom. Un-
questionably this weakens the claim of Germany for
the restoration of control, and the desire of a section of
the German population for autonomy,
On the strength of this agreement the Union gave
the territory by Act of 1925, amended in 1927 and
1931, a constitution of great generosity. The model is
obviously the provincial system, but free from certain
vital limitations of that scheme. The administration is
entrusted to an Executive Committee, consisting of the
Administrator, appointed by the Governor-General in